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Our Real Sons 
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 As time passes by, we continue to lose 

our treasures, our past, our Real Sons. Our 

last link to those òboys in grayó has dwindled 

to 29. For years, we have asked our member-

ship to contact our Real Sons and visit with 

them in person, by phone or by cards and let-

ters. In 1996 -1998, the MOS&B had a pro-

gram established to honor those men by video-

taped interviews regarding themselves and 

their fatherõs participation in the war and ci-

vilian life. It was a very successful program 

and participated by most of our societies. On 

the national level, we have sent the Real Sons 

birthday cards and Christmas cards to let 

them know we still remember them and care 

for them. As a part of the report at the  

MOS&B National Reunion in Oklahoma City,  

I provided a list of all Real Sons names and ad-

dresses, thanks to Ben Sewell at SCV HQ. He and I 

stay in communication regarding these men as news 

is reached concerning their passing. That list is dis-

played on page 16 for your review and in hopes that 

you will contact those men who are near you.   

 We have archived past interviews of our Real 

Sons and challenge you to do the same for those men 

that are able to undergo a videotaped interview. It 

will be something that the MOS&B will cherish al-

ways. We can never do anything too much for these 

precious last remaining remnants of the last war. 

Some heard stories from their fatherõs mouths while 

others were too young when their fathers passed 

and òcrossed the river to rest in the shade of the 

trees.ó  

 My life experience change came with our 

Real Son-Charles Gifford Pinkston, of Mountain 

Home, Arkansas. Another MOS&B member, Kevin 

Bodenhammer, had mentioned around 1995 of a 

Real Son living in Mountain Home but had never 

met him. Arrangements were made to meet him and 

his wife and the rest is history. He was a World War 

II hero, 33 rd degree Scottish Rite Mason and in-

volved in his community. Charley and his wife were 

so delightful to meet and interesting in their many 

stories. He received Christmas cards, birthday 

cards, phone calls and personal contact when in the 

area. He was only around three years old when his 

father died so he remembers little of him.   

(Continued on page 4)   
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#ÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÒ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌȭÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ 

Enlist in the Recruiting Team  

 Can we achieve what some will say, and what some do say, is impossible?  Can we double 

our membership?  Can we recruit highly qualified individuals to dedicate their talents in the promo-

tion of what we as the Order stand for and believe in? 

 

 Can we recruit beyond our expectations and go the distance?  As challenges confront the Order we have only 

two choices:  we can either meet that challenge or we can give up and not act.  If we decide to act, then we will do so 

through commitment and cooperation.  Membership growth in the Order can increase dramatically if we all make 

this commitment to work together. Let us strive towards the team goal that might appear to be beyond our individual 

capability and efforts by interacting and sharing ideas and concepts  with each other.   

 

 We do not want to find ourselves in an unexpected crisis ï that of diminishing member rolls.  Membership 

must not be a mere entitlement, but it carries with it the unshakeable responsibility and duty to recruit our future gen-

erations. 

 

 Why is it important ï and in fact a moral obligation ï to do your part in recruiting?  A strong Membership 

means survival of the Order beyond us. A prolific Membership means financial stability.  It means representation in 

our communities and our country, indeed the world itself.  It means advancing our mission and broadening the hori-

zon and guaranteeing the future of our Order. 

 

 Will you as a member of the Order take on this task of recruiting?  If each member recruits only one member 

this year, we will automatically double our membership.  Is this possible?  Quite frankly, the answer is a resounding 

affirmative.  New members bring excitement and energy to our membership. They rekindle our imaginations and 

desires that we possessed. They desire to become part of us and add their fresh new thoughts and ideas to this Order 

that they have so voluntarily and enthusiastically joined. 

 

How do we recruit others? 

 

- Participate regularly with your Chapter and State Society 

- Live the Confederate life in every way 

- Conduct regular meetings with exciting programs and projects 

- Invite your eligible friends and family members to become involved with our activities 

- Advertise within other heritage organizations publications 

- Recognize and support the activities of other heritage groups 

- Communicate frequently with members and prospects about historical events 

- Hold special Confederate Days and invite eligible family members and friends 

- Encourage family members to become involved with the Sesquicentennial activities 

 

 Recruiting will ensure that our unique story is related to and preserved for generations to come, hopefully 

while mankind exists on this earth. We will keep you informed in future issues of the Officerôs Call on suggestions 

and recommendations for increasing our membership. Please make your individual commitment to be part of this 

team effort, and achieve our goal of doubling our membership. 

 This is your chance to make history and preserve a culture. Seize it with both hands and let us go forward as 

invincible brothers!  

 

Highest regards, 

Max L. Waldrop, Jr. 
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(Continuation of Real Son Article from Page 1) 

 There is one thing for sure, he was very proud of his fa-

therôs Confederate service and the Cause he fought for. I 

remember a very humbling experience with Charley after 

I first met him. We visited his fatherôs grave in a rural 

Baxter County cemetery and I remarked that his father 

had a civilian marker but should have a government VA 

marker. He asked me to order a marker with the pertinent 

information and I did. After the marker arrived, I made 

arrangements with Charley to have a Confederate Honor 

Guard fire a salute after the Memorial Service. The cere-

mony went according to plan and after everyone left the 

cemetery, he remarked how grateful he was for the grave 

marker to denote the service of his father. His remarks 

were that after all these years, his grave site now reflects 

his Confederate service and then he shed a few tears.  It is 

moments like this, that makes the Real Sons project so 

rewarding through the years. Charley was with us till 

January 2009 and he left to be with the Lord and his fel-

low patriots. The service was moving. A Confederate 

Color Guard led by MOS&B member, Danny Honnoll, 

with Ray Jones and Gordon Hale, fired a salute in honor 

of our fallen comrade. In addition, the Mountain Home 

American Legion Post fired a volley for their fallen com-

rade. It was splendid watching two Color Guards of dif-

ferent eras honor our Real Son, Charles Pinkston. He was 

the last Real Son in Arkansas. We have no more.  For the 

remaining Real Sons in each respective society, I chal-

lenge each MOS&B member to visit them while you can 

or you will be like Arkansas and have no remaining di-

rect threads to the Southern heroes of 1861-1865.  

Request for E-Mail and Mailing Changes 

We need your correct E-mail address and mailing address. We are sending out the ñOfficerôs Callò electronically; as well as, 

printed. We find many members have not reported their address and others have not advised us of address changes. Please 

make sure we have your current E-mail and physical address. Contact us at headquarters@mosbihq.org or by phone (877) 790-

6672 so we may stay in touch. 

Annual MOS&B Convention  
Jacksonville, Florida in 2011  

  

Time to think of Florida! The MOS&B Convention 

will be in Jacksonville so start thinking about joining 

your friends and compatriots in July 2011 in the River 

City. We are determined to make the 2011 Convention 

the one that will set a standard for the MOS&B for 

years to come. You can help us by telling us what you 

would enjoy most. We have it all but trying to schedule 

within the time limit available is difficult so tell us 

what you want, battlefields, historic lectures, good res-

taurants, time to visit with old friends, golf courses, 

museums, river cruise, formal evening, historic sites, 

beaches and much more. Now is the time for you to tell 

us before we start to finalize the program. Just send 

your comments to headquarters@mosbihq.org or call 

us at (877) 790-6672. 

https://mymail1.myregisteredsite.com/src/compose.php?send_to=headquarters@mosbihq.org
mailto:headquarters@mosbihq.org

